
Now Being Discussed 


Fort Detrick is once again a 
subject of discussion in Washing- 
ton following proposals that the 
biological warfare center should 
be converted into a civilian-run 
facility for the study of infec- 
tious diseases. 

Dr. Albert E. Hayward, an as- 
sistant director in the Defense 
Department’s research and en- 
gineering branch, told the Wash- 
ington Post in an interview last 
week that the transformation of 


Fort Detrick into a civilian re- 
search center was being dis- 
cussed by the ' Departments of 
Defense and Health, Education 
and Welfare. 

This report was confirmed by 
Dr. Ivan L. Bennett Jr., direc- 
tor of the New York University 
Medical Center, who served as 
science advisor to President 
Johnson. Speaking at a sympos- 
ium of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of 


Science, Bennett said the trans- 
fer of toe germ warfare labora- 
tories could be done within a 
year. 

He commented that this move 
would reflect government efforts 
to switch from making biological 
weapons to curing illness. He 
added that there are also pre- 
liminary plans to give toe Army’s 
germ warfare center at Pine 
Bluff, Ark., to toe Department of 
Agriculture for research into 
biological pesticides. 

These moves came after 
President Nixon’s Nov. 25 state- 
ment in which he renounced any 
biological warfare and toe first 
use of chemical weapons. He also 
ordered toe destruction of bac- 
teriological weapons and announ- 
ced that he would ask the Senate 
to ratify the Geneva Accord of 
1925 banning the use of biolog- 
ical weapons. 

The transfer of Fort Detrick 
from army to civilain research 
has been supported by Rep. Rich- 
ard D. McCarthy (D-N.Y.) who 
told a press conference Saturday 
that toe National Institutes of 
Health should take over toe $95 
million dollar laboratories which 
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